NEWS FROM ITALY
• PORTILLO FAMILY •

“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Hebrews 12:2

Dear prayer and supporter brethren:
We are thankful to God for this opportunity that the
Lord has given us to share with you the great
things He has been doing in and through our lives
in our beloved Italy.
From the 27th of August until the 2nd of
September we had camp for teenagers. We had
36 people attend and what an amazing week it
was. It was a great opportunity for encouraging
and teaching the Word as well as counseling . We
had an enthusiastic program that brought many
results for God’s glory.

Michael a fifteen year old young man who had
devastating family issues and wrong behavior. We
were able to see God at work in his life. After some
good conversations He accepted the Lord as his
personal Savior, it was incredible. After he prayed I
noted how the expression of his face changed.

The week of camp started off with the teens not so
interested in the Word of God however during the
same week another 7 people came to know the Lord
as their personal Savior. During the dedication
program we saw the Word of God working in the lives
of this group of teenagers who dedicated their lives to
the Lord.
When the meeting was over they had special praying meetings in everyone's dorm. One of the youth
leaders came to talk to me, it was a long conversation, with many tears. God talked to that man during
that meeting and he confessed to living a double life. We praise God for His work in the lives of these
people that week.

This are the young people that ot saved and dedicated their lives to
the Lord

The girl on your right hand is Luana

A few weeks after the camp when we came back home we received a phone call from a Pastor of the
Church. He wanted to talk with me about Luana a teenage girl that was at camp. According to the
Pastor the girl had so many problems with her family that she never wanted to come out from her room.
She slept an average of 14 hours a day. She was one of the girls that Norma was able to counsel
during camp, The Pastor said that she sent a letter to the church that Sunday, she explained in that
Letter how she received the salvation of Jesus Christ, how her life was changed and how she wanted to
live for the Lord, every body knew at church how many problems she had in the past. The whole church
was in tears, seeing that her life was completely changed. Now she attends church and her relationship
at home is great! Isn’t our God great?

We were also in Treviso area at a conference that concluded with a baptism service, it was great five
churches were involved , 12 people were baptized and the Word of God was preached. We had about
220 people attendance. The most amazing thing was that 4 people came to know the Lord as their
personal Savior.

We also went to Trento to visit with the Verde Family. They live about six hours north from where we
live on the Dolomite mountains. We endured much difficulties. Mauro Verde is the man I lead to the
Lord and he is trying to plant a church in his home. We had great meetings there in his home, the Word
of God encouraged and touched the lives of the people.

One of the phrases that has been an encouragement to me is:
"FAITH IS NOT HOPING GOD CAN, IT IS KNOWING HE WILL. FAITH IS THE BRIDGE BETWEEN
GOD AND YOUR CIRCUMSTANCE."

The Lord also opened the door for us to help,
encourage, and counsel a missionary. seminary
student, as well as three other people who are in
other parts of the World. In these lives we have
seen the power of the Word of God transforming
lives.
Since our last letters many catastrophic things are
going on around the World. The Hurricane Irma,
and the terrible situation in Mexico. We had a
flood in Italy in Livorno northern Italy, with about
2000 people who lost their homes. It causes us
to realize how close we are to the end times.
We know that after the sunshine the storms
comes, probably Satan was not happy for those
spiritual blessings that we were experiencing and
some problems came on our way. At first one
morning Norma got up she wanted to do a
visitation and her car didn’t start. The car is 13
years old and starting to have many problems but
it was one of those days that we had no
resources.

So we changed plans and I took her where she
needed to go, in the same day one person
surprised us with a love offering, this is a person
that we never expected anything from her. The
mechanic repaired the car and it was the same
amount that that lady sent to us. Our God is
amazing, the same amount from a person far
away that we didn’t say anything to about our
situation. God knew it and provided it to meet our
needs. Were really rejoicing for all this, but
probably Satan was not happy and our flesh was
feeble when all of the sudden a lighting crushed
on our home and that burned many things:
antenna, tv, home telephone, modem, central
heater. It’s true that God brings hope in your life
even when everything seems hopeless, and we
shared a prayer request with dear friends and by
the Grace of God their Church helped us to repair
all the things that were damaged.
Sometimes God calms the storm, but sometimes
He lets the storm rage and He calms his child.

Family Update and Prayer Requests:
Please continue to pray for Rebecca she had few small jobs but She still looking for a job. Gabriel is
doing very well at Cedarville University He had problem with one of his teeth during his basketball training.
At the end of the month the dentist will fix everything up.
Norma is always getting in touch with unsaved ladies trying to present the glorious Gospel.
Norma and I had some physical issues but the grace of God is sufficient.
We ask you to pray for the beginning of January 2018 through half of the month in February when
Norma and I are planning to visit USA. We will be visiting churches as well as prayer and financial
supporters. We ask you to pray that the Lord will provide additional prayer and financial supporters for our
ministry. if you are interested to host us or host a meeting in your home where we could share our ministry
in Italy please contact us at: mport@outlook.it
May the Lord bless you abundantly , and we pray that He will prosper you and reward you according
to His riches in Glory. Thank you so much for being our partners in prayer and financial support, we know
that the best is yet to come!
Your servants in Christ
Mario and Norma Portillo
Eph 3:2-21
"Reaching the Italians with the Gospel of Jesus Christ”

